American Book Review adds new cultural element to UHV
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Q. I knew the University of Houston-Victoria was the home of the scholarly journal
symploke, but I heard yet another journal claims residency at UHV. What is this
journal about, and what is its general history?

A. Along with the academic journal symploke, UHV is the proud host of the
American Book Review, a prestigious publication with a deep significance and
history of nearly 30 years in American letters. This publication reviews books often
neglected by other review publications because of the works' innovations or
predicted market values.

Unlike many other publications, ABR reviews works of fiction, nonfiction, poetry
and criticism on the sole criteria that they show the greatest potential to adding
something original to the U.S. and the world - culturally, intellectually, or literally.
Founded in 1977 by Ronald Sukenick, an important innovative writer himself,
ABR's latest home was the Illinois State University, until the editorial aspects of
ABR were acquired in 2006 by UHV and Dr. Jeffrey R. Di Leo, ABR editor and
publisher. All production elements, along with the editorial features, of ABR will be
in Victoria in the next couple of months.

Q. I understand ABR is committed to highlighting fiction writers and poets who are
not regularly reviewed by other publications. Why is it important to focus on these
types of writers?

A. The works of these writers, often neglected by other review publications, are
works that strive for innovation and the status of "literature" - oftentimes
challenging works that aspire to art and push the limits of writing forms into new
territories of originality.

In American and world letters, ABR is one of the only venues for members of the
American public that helps them make informed decisions when it comes to buying
books of the highest literary potential and quality.

Q. In the past, ABR and UHV hosted a reading series. Is there another reading
series coming up? What is the schedule for this season?

A. Yes, ABR will be hosting another reading series. The first upcoming speaker is
the American Book Award winner, Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni. She will commence
the fall reading series on Thursday at noon. This presentation will be open to the
public in the Alcorn Auditorium, located in the UHV University West Building.
Please call 361-570-4101 for directions or more information.

Also on the prestigious roster for this fall's reading series is Dagoberto Gilb on Sept.






